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I n its time, the Bauhaus was as much a social experiment  
as an aesthetic undertaking: epitomizing the multifaceted  
Lebensreform movement, it oscillated between social  

romanticism and utopian grandiosity. Design or Gestaltung  
was understood as a social phenomenon and meant to  
engender a new, more democratic society. Where are we now? 
What are today’s design fictions of an ideal society? Do we  
need to think big in order to imagine a better society, or does  
the beauty lie in small changes? Is social design really the high 
road to progress, or are we just reinventing the wheel?

I n its second year the Digital  
Bauhaus Summit takes on the 
motto “Designing Society.” Having 

buried the deadly political utopias of 
the twentieth century, we encounter 
utopian visions of social engineer-
ing and re-design anew – from the 
microscopic to the large scale. Design 
has become a leading theme of our 
epoch, expanding from its traditional 
domains of objects, products, and 
surfaces into the realm of consciously 
shaping and reforming everything 
else: from technology to work, from 
money to law, from social processes 
to politics. But can design really live  
up to such grand expectations?

Digital Bauhaus is an annual 
summit for the creative economy. 
Set in Weimar, home of the orig-

inal Bauhaus, it focuses on a specific topic 
each year and features hands-on workshops, 
keynote talks, panels and ample time and 
space for exchange and dialogue among 
the participants. Join us in Weimar this year 
from July 3-4 in an attempt to explore and 
critically reflect the politics, economics and 
aesthetics of designing the social.

Contact
info@digitalbauhaussummit.de
digitalbauhaussummit.de
www.facebook.com/digitalbauhaussummit

al SummitAnnua
he Creative Economyfor the

mar JulyWeim 3–4

DIGITAL
BBAUHAUS

2015

supported by organized by

Designing Society


